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Introduction to Asset Languages

The Government through the Department of Further Education and Studies had developed a National Strategy for Learning Languages (NLS).  They called this multi-stage programme the Languages Ladder.

Each stage comprises different grades, which uses a “can-do” statement to describe typical behaviour of a candidate at a stage.

E.g. Speaking grade 5 ‘can give a short prepared talk on a topic of my choice including expressing simple opinions’.

‘Asset Languages’ is a voluntary assessment scheme designed to support the NLS (National Language Strategy) by providing recognition of attainment and associated accreditation options against the Languages Ladder.  It is suitable for all ages and abilities. 

The Scheme is designed, as a measure of proficiency and this is not associated with any particular programme of study.  It can sit alongside Entry Level, GCSE, vocationally related or NVQ qualifications.  

By being portable it supports lifelong learning of languages from primary school through secondary to further, higher and adult education.

Asset Languages is part of OCR (Oxford Cambridge and Royal Society of Art) qualifications.
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Why an Asset Languages qualification?

Asset Languages qualifications, and the can-do statements they are based on, give practical evaluations of language capabilities that are easy to compare.
The flexibility of the scheme means Asset Languages qualifications are ideal for schools and colleges to run alongside vocational awards in management, leisure and tourism or customer services, for example.
The assessment of individual skills allows learners to concentrate on speaking and listening skills in a customer communications role or maybe reading and writing for administrative jobs.
Asset Languages isn't about learning and testing a particular list of words and phrases. Instead, the qualifications are based on the 'can-do' statements of the Languages Ladder - they are a way of summarising what they can do in the foreign language in general. 

For example, these are the two first stages for Speaking: 

Breakthrough


Grade 1
I can say/repeat a few words and short             simple phrases.

Grade 2 
I can answer simple questions and give basic information.

Grade 3 
I can ask and answer simple questions and talk about my interests.
Preliminary. 


Grade 4
I can take part in a simple conversations and I can express my opinions.

Grade 5
I can give a short prepared talk, on a topic of my choice, including expressing my opinions.

Grade 6 
I can give a short prepared talk, on a topic of my choice, expressing opinions and answering simple questions about it.
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There are two types of Assessment:

TEACHER ASSESSMENT

The Accredited Teacher awards the students a grade and certificate on behalf of OCR (Oxford Cambridge and Royal Society of Arts).  This is done in the company and during the regular class.  The students are really gaining an award for work in the classroom.

This is a short-term goal for the learner.

EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT

This is also done in the class but is assessed by OCR (Oxford Cambridge and Royal Society of Arts).  The student gains an OCR qualification.  This is only awarded per stage. 

The student can just sit the part of the test that they have worked towards. 

It is Nationally recognised.

There are multiple testing windows. Students do not have to sit the exam at a particular time (as with most of the public exams). Instead they have a window of about 4 weeks in which to conduct the test and there are several of these during the year.
For example:  

In the company there is a group of students who want to work mainly on speaking the language and they are complete beginners. These are the Can do stages they would go through.
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SPEAKING

Breakthrough


Grade 1
I can say/repeat a few words and short             simple phrases

Grade 2 
I can answer simple questions and give basic information.

Grade 3 
I can ask and answer simple questions and talk about my interests.
Preliminary. 


Grade 4
I can take part in a simple conversations and I can express my opinions.

Grade 5
I can give a short prepared talk, on a topic of my choice, including expressing my opinions.

Grade 6 
I can give a short prepared talk, on a topic of my choice, expressing opinions and answering simple questions about it.

Intermediate


Grade 7 
I can answer simple unprepared questions in a conversation or following a presentation.

Grade 8 
I can tell a story or relate the plot of a book or film and give my opinions about it.

Grade 9 
I can take part in a discussion, giving and justifying my opinions and ideas.
Advanced
 

Grade 10
 I can give a presentation on a chosen theme and respond readily to questions.

Grade 11
 I can give a presentation on a chose them and argue my viewpoints with some degree of success.

Grade 12
I can participate in discussions relating to a variety of situations and topics, taking the initiative where appropriate.
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The Accredited Teacher awards them the different grades and certificates as they progress.  These are done in the class. 

Once they have reached the first three grades they can then apply to be assessed by OCR and gain a recognized OCR qualification for the Breakthrough Stage if they wish.  This can also be done in the Company but they are assessed by OCR.

Students do not have to do this external assessment.  The students can carry on being awarded grades by the Accredited Teacher.

ADVANTAGES OF THE SCHEME

· Students can express their achievements in a way that helps others to understand exactly what their qualification means.

· It is a ‘Can do’ approach to languages.

· It is National scale for measurement.

· It is for learners of all ages primary to adult.

· It caters for all abilities – the beginner to the practically bilingual.

· Provides a common framework for learners to dip in and out of as needs change and their skills develop.

· It offers new opportunities.

· Students can add a language to A’ Level without the added pressure.

· It gives adult holiday language classes a recognized award.

· It can concentrate on certain skills for work related learning.
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